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man who thinks himself master wherever he goes. I had never
been parodied like this, with an insight at once so penetrating
and so litde aggressive. Small wonder that I burst out laughing
myself.
I made a humiliating discovery among these people, which
was that I did not know their language. On King William
Land I thought I knew it, but that was because those Eskimos,
in their contact with the white man, spoke pidgin-Eskimo in
order that he might understand them. Here pure Eskimo was
spoken, and I understood scarcely a word. It was embarras-
sing. I found myself in an igloo with an old man named
Krepingayuk and his wife. He was a gende old fellow, bearded,
and speaking in the high-pitched voice usually affected only by
a shaman. This respectable old man, with his pious old face,
was said to be twice a murderer — his second killing having
been done in order to keep to himself the wife of the man he
killed, who had been a shaman. He had simply tipped the late
husband into open water and had come back saying that his
companion had drowned. Everybody was quite sure what had
happened, but as so often in Eskimo occurrences, it had been
impossible to get at the truth. His wife — probably as the result
of having lived with a shaman — spent hours bowed over the
lamp murmuring to herself in true shaman fashion. They
would speak to me, would see that I did not understand, and
then a long colloquy would be held between them. Was it pos-
sible that a man might not know their language? The old chap
would try again, repeating carefully several times his words,
and when, again, I let him know that I did not understand, he
would smile incredulously.
The igloo was constantly filled with visitors come to see the
Kabloona. They would come in one after the other, stay only
long enough to examine me closely, and then slip out through
the porch in order to take home their impression of me. When
the parents hadn't time to spare for this scrutiny, they would
send a child, and the child would report my appearance and
gestures, from which they would draw their conclusions. I,

